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‘Supermax’ deal 
could disappear 


Leonard now eligible for huge contract, 
but standoff with team goes on. Page C1 


» Journeyman forward Cunningham 
agrees to one-year deal. Page C4 
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S.A. captures another Final Four 


By Tom Orsborn 
and Josh Baugh 


STAFF WRITERS 


Mayor Ron Nirenberg 
couldn’t contain his ela- 
tion. 

“Viva San Antonio,” he 
shouted into a micro- 
phone at the Alamodome 
before encouraging other 
city officials, staffers and 
members of the San An- 
tonio Local Organizing 
Committee to raise high 
their glasses of cham- 
pagne. 

Riding a wave of mo- 
mentum from its critical- 


» Finger: S.A. celebrating 
what L.A., Dallas can’t. Cl 


ly acclaimed hosting of 
the 2018 NCAA Men’s 
Final Four, the city 
learned Monday that it 
will be the site of college 
basketball’s signature 
event again in 2025. 

The decision set off a 
hug-filled afternoon cele- 
bration at the dome and 
came a week after a local 
delegation that included 
Nirenberg and City Man- 
ager Sheryl Sculley made 

Tourney continues on A8 
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Youths participate in the NCAA Final Four Dribble 
event during the Final Four weekend this spring. 
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Dalila Hernandez carries daughter Karla after speaking with media at Catholic Charities’ reception center. 


Charity gets set for migrants 


S.A. is one of 
four cities for 
reunifications 


By Elaine Ayala 


STAFF WRITER 


San Antonio is one of 
four U.S. cities where 
parents and children 
separated at the border by 
a short-lived Trump ad- 
ministration policy will 
be reunited, throwing an 
unprecedented challenge 
at faith-based organiza- 
tions asked to assist the 
effort. 

The head of Catholic 
Charities of San Antonio, 
J. Antonio Fernandez, 


MOBILE UNIT 


CATHOLIC CHARITIES 


j Ef p 
igh Y 


Archbishop Gustavo García-Siller pleads for 
assistance for immigrants at the reception center. 
“It’s not just a duty,” he said. “It’s a conviction.” 


said Monday that his 
agency and others in 
McAllen, El Paso and 
Phoenix have opened 
national service centers to 


help more than 3,000 
families in the coming 
days as parents, most of 
them Central Americans, 
are released from deten- 


» In court: Federal judge 
halts feds from deporting 
families. A8 


tion. 

He said the govern- 
ment, under a court order 
to reunify families by July 
26, still can’t tell him how 
many to expect or their 
pace of arrival, but Catho- 
lic Charities’ main office 
near San Antonio College 
was ready to handle as 
many as 100 newly reunit- 
ed families on any given 
day. 

“This is a disaster re- 
sponse,” Fernandez said 
at the reception center, set 
up over the weekend to 
provide food and clothing 

Migrants continues on A8 


Man found guilty in mosque burning 


By John MacCormack 
STAFF WRITER 


VICTORIA — At the 
end of his closing argu- 
ments Monday, Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Sharad 
Khandelwal held up two 
large color photos before 
the jury. 

One showed the gold- 
domed Victoria Islamic 
Center before it was 
burned down Jan. 28, 
2017. The other showed it 
reduced to a dismal pile 


of ashes and charred 
metal. 

“Think about how he 
turned this beautiful 
house of worship, where 
moms and dads and little 
kids went to pray togeth- 
er, into this,” Khandelwal 
said, raising the second 
photo higher. 

After deliberating for 
less than three hours, the 
federal jury found Marq 
Vincent Perez guilty of all 
charges: arson, commis- 
sion of a hate crime and 


use of an unregistered 
destructive device in an 
unrelated crime. 

The 26-year-old faces 
up to 40 years in prison 
when he is sentenced Oct. 
2. 

After the verdict, amid 
embraces and tears, some 
expressed relief and oth- 
ers sadness. 

“Justice has been 
served,” said Abe Ajrami, 
a leader at the center and 
one of several congrega- 
tion members in the 


courtroom. 

“We wish that none of 
this had happened. We 
wish he did not do what 
he did, and that he’s not 
in jail, but you can’t re- 
verse time. We’re praying 
for him to change his 
heart from hate to love,” 
he said. 

Perez’s lawyer, Mark 
DiCarlo, said he was 
“very disappointed in the 
verdict.” 

“The jury was not able 

Mosque continues on A2 
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Two women who helped preserve 
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ZDA Alamo later became enemies. A10 
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Trump 


doubtful 


of Russia 
meddling 


Trust of Putin shown 
as two leaders meet 


By Julie Hirschfeld Davis 


NEW YORK TIMES 


HELSINKI — Presi- 
dent Donald Trump 
stood next to Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
on Monday and publicly 
challenged the conclusion 
of his own intelligence 
agencies that Moscow 
interfered in the 2016 
presidential election, 
wrapping up what he 
called a “deeply produc- 
tive” summit with an 
extraordinary show of 
trust for a leader accused 
of attacking U.S. democ- 
racy. 

“They said they think 
it’s Russia. I have Presi- 
dent Putin; he just said 
it’s not Russia,” Trump 
said, moments after the 
Russian president con- 
ceded that he had favored 
Trump in the election 
because of his promises 
of warmer relations with 


Inside 


» Putin: Leader emphasiz- 
es Dems’ push for Clinton 
over Sanders. A6 


» Republicans: Some rip 


Trump; others much quiet- 
er. A6 


Moscow. 

“T will say this: I don’t 
see any reason why it 
would be” Russia that 
was responsible for the 
election hacking, Trump 
added. “I have great con- 
fidence in my intelligence 
people, but I will tell you 
that President Putin was 
extremely strong and 
powerful in his denial 
today.” 

The 45-minute news 
conference offered the 
remarkable spectacle of 
the U.S. and Russian 
presidents both pushing 

Trump continues on A6 
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President Donald Trump said Russian counterpart 
Vladimir Putin “was extremely strong and powerful 
in his denial” of Russian interference in the election. 
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